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Issue: Minimum Wage 

States Set Minimum Wage  
Why isVirginia Consistently Far below Neighbors? 

 

 

 

How Can This Happen?  Sadly, simple explanation: 
 

Republicans Kill Wage Bills in Committee before they emerge 
for a Vote 

• Minimum wage bills introduced by Democrats last 3 years:  8 

• Minimum wage bills killed by Republican-controlled committee last 3 years:  8 
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So What? Minimum Wage Doesn’t Affect Me: Think Again! 
 

Myth #1:  Minimum wage only affects young, uneducated people 

According to Michael Cassidy, President of the Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal Analysis 
in a 2016 study, “If Virginia’s minimum wage was raised to $10.10 an hour by 2017, almost 
700,000 Virginia workers would get a raise. Out of these workers, close to 90 percent 
would be age 20 or older, and close to half would have at least some college education. 
Most minimum-wage workers are not teenagers working after school, but older workers 
who rely on their earnings to pay their bills.” 

Myth #2:  Minimum wage is more than enough to pay bills if you live frugally 

According to an MIT study for 2017 Fairfax County, the current minimum 
wage is not only below the poverty level for a family with one child, it is far 
below the living wage needed for even one individual to pay basic bills: 
food, medical, housing, transportation taxes, child care. 

 
Minimum Wage Does Not Cover Living 
Expenses 
Source: http://livingwage.mit.edu/counties/51059 

 

Myth #3:  This is not a big issue for most people in Virginia  

 This is a huge issue for Virginians! 

• 910,708 people live in poverty in VA, more than 1 in 10 of your 
neighbors 

• 17% of unemployed workers are helped by unemployment insurance, 
42nd worst in the U.S. 

• 24% of people under age 65 and below 138 percent of poverty line did 
not have health insurance at any time in 2015, 40th worst in the U.S. 
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• Wage hikes help the economy by increasing spending power but as 
Forbes points out the fundamental reason to hike minimum wage has 
to do with society. “Minimum wage laws are not oriented towards 
college professors, Major League Baseball players, or certified public 
accountants. Instead, they are meant to help those much more 
rudimentary job skills who will be, for obvious reasons, concentrated 
among the poor, minorities, and women.” And those are the type of 
people, as is painfully obvious, you will not find in the Republican 
Virginia House of Delegates. 

VA House Minimum Wage Bills - Repeatedly Proposed and 
Killed 
 

Bill# 
Sponsoring 

Delegate Purpose 
 

Date 
Disposition by 

Labor & Commerce 
DisposingM

ajority 

HB1444 
Del. Rasoul  
Democrat Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $10.00 2/8/2017 Died in Committee Republican 

HB2309 
Del. Simon 
Democrat  Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $11.00 2/8/2017 Died in Committee Republican 

HB1771 
Del. Plum  
Democrat Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $10.10 2/8/2017 Died in Committee Republican 

HB623 
Del. Krizek 
Democrat Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $10.10 2/16/2016 Died in Committee Republican 

HB597 
Del. Plum  
Democrat Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $10.00 2/16/2016 Died in Committee Republican 

HB1258 
Del. Rasoul 
Democrat Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $8.50 2/16/2016 Died in Committee Republican 

HB1512 
Del. Simon 
Democrat Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $15.15 1/27/2015 Died in Committee Republican 

HB1654 
Del. Plum  
Democrat Increase min. wage from $7.25 to $8.00 1/27/2015 Died in Committee Republican 

 

 

Note: HB1771:  Tim Hugo (HD40) was the Republican chairman of Subcommittee #2 that 
killed the minimum wage bill. The following were the other members: Hugo 
(Chairman), Marshall, D.W., Miller, Loupassi, Bell, Robert B., Farrell, Ransone, Keam  
(Dem), Lindsey (Dem).. All are Republicans except Keam and Lindsey who could do 
nothing with the deck stacked 8-2 against them. 

 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H162
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H162
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H150
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H195
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H197
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H139
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H236
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H244
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H221
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H221
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+mbr+H268

